
(Forwarded in a Motion of Comity, text submitted to the Newburyport Daily News as a Viewpoint column 

for publication anticipated on Thursday, October 21, 2010.   

 

The published article can be found online at this NewburyportNews.com hyperlink, with commentary 

continuing the “conversation piece.”  The full [con]text of the unabridged, annotated version --- a work in 

progress --- is posted at this Comity.org hyperlink.)       

 

 (WORD COUNT:  612) 

Abide with this bid for your precious time and you may find the ensuing whit of wisdom (woven 

with a whim of whimsy) well worth your while.  Quoting Walt Whitman’s essay, “Absolute Balance” 

(“The Apex of Education”) --- the favored “proem” for this old-style (Julian) civic calendar year 

(“The Year of Boundless Ambitions, March 25, 2010 – March 24, 2011) --- to wit: 

“[…] There is, apart from mere intellect, […] a wondrous something that realizes without 

argument, frequently without what is called education, (though I think it the goal and apex 

of all education deserving the name) --- an intuition of the absolute balance, in time and 

space […]; a soul-sight of that divine clue and unseen thread which holds the whole 

congeries of things, all history and time, and all events, however trivial, however 

momentous, like a leashed dog in the hand of the hunter.” 

With the Hunter’s Moon upon us (and the seasonal “Turn of the Wheel” come  month’s end) --- this 

Viewpoint reviews (and previews) episodes in time and space from a novel perspective --- then 

points the mind-traveling reader to prospective opportunities for continued conversation at 

enlightening and entertaining “events, however trivial, however momentous.”  

In the sequence of such events, Life’s most trivial pursuits often have consequence.  Case in point:  

Personally sharing goodly conversation during Newburyport’s downtown events, most recently 

when Comity’s entry to the Newburyport Harvest Festival’s Annual Scarecrow Contest became 

quite the conversation piece. 

Something wondrous was realized the moment Madam Jane Hooper’s effigy was propped at a 

lamppost on Inn Street (near the site of the original Wolfe Tavern).  The perfect proxy to help 

inform those aspiring to be “the Knowing Ones” (lifelong learners, who ask good questions and 

question the answer) --- inspiring “absolute balance” in the community (local, regional, national and 

global) --- Madam Hooper (in)tends to serve as conduit to intuit “a soul-sight of that divine clue and 

unseen thread” throughout an unfolding (and enfolding) history and history in the making.  Plying 

her “callings” as Teacher and Oracle, Dame Hooper continues to provoke thought (throughout the 

continuum of time and space). 

Albeit, Comity’s figurehead Lord Timothy Dexter deservedly serves as “scarecrow in courage” to 

promote “brave good exploits” and a measure of progress with the last half of the old-style calendar 

year.  Nevertheless, it seems more seemly (and seamless) to cast Dexter’s spiritual, secular and 

scholastic advisor Madam Hooper at this stage of an evolving spectacle.  There can be no better 

medium to “Awaken the Spirit” as we examine the array of “straw man proposals” for consideration 
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by the (earthly) Powers that Be (and their electorate).  And while the figures staged in that 

whimsical showcase face an eviction notice this coming weekend --- we have a strong conviction 

that various configurations (of forums and formats) will provide for a continued presence of mind 

in moons to come.  

Physical (and virtual) wanderings (and wonderings) resume this weekend with Witches Night Out 

held Friday, October 22 (6 p.m. to 9 p.m.) --- preceded by the natural spectacle of a moonrise at the 

Mouth of the River Merrimack (cresting at 5:16 p.m. with 98% visibility) --- then proceeding to the 

site of the original Wolfe Tavern before meandering “provisional Wolfe Tavern” venues --- amongst 

a festive atmosphere where “assortment is good for a shop”).  Hope to see you then and there.          

(The unabridged and annotated version of this Viewpoint can be reviewed at Comity.org --- where 

the reader is invited to SMILE [Seek More Information/insight Logged/linked Electronically] about 

all matters and things [including the Waterside, Madam Hooper, Lord Timothy Dexter and the 

Knowing Ones] --- and join the ongoing conversation at the Virtual Wolfe Tavern.) 
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